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THE small collection of Syngnathid fishes listed below was collected 
mainly in the region around Singapore and sent to the British Museum 
by Mr. M. W. F. Tweedic for identification. 

There arc 103 specimens representing eight genera and thirteen 
species. One of these, Ichthyocampus belchcri, appears to be a new 
record for the Indo-Australian Archipelago. The opportunity has been 
taken of recording notes on Nannocampus subossetts Gunther, a species 
not represented in this collection. 

Syngnathidac 


Syngnathoidcs biaculeatus (Bloch) 

Thirteen examples of this common species, 104-186 mm. in length, 
from Siglap, Singapore. 


Doryichthys dcokhatoides (Bleeker) 

Three specimens, 69-117 nun. in length, taken at Kota 1 inggu, 
Johore. The caudal rings in the largest example arc 27 m number. 


Doryichthys inartcnsi (Peters) 

Eight specimens, 90-114 mm. in length, from Muwai District. 
Johore. This constitutes the second record of the species front tins 
locality. 


Cliocroichthys sculptus (Gunther) 

The single example. 47 mm. in length, constitutes a new record for 
Christmas Island, Indian Ocean. 

The tail rings in this specimen arc low in number and an examina¬ 
tion of this area suggests that during life the lust few rings were lost and 
that a new caudal lin was subsequently regenerated. Dundee (U 0 f> 
and 1907) describes and figures specimens of Syngnathids showing 
regeneration of the caudal fin. 
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Chocroichthys brachysoma (BIccker) 

Three specimens, 50-53 mm. in length from Blakang. Sinp f '«.< 
and one of 57 mm. length from Pulau Pawai, Singapore. In the «» 
larger examples the inferior cristae of die trunk arc continuous with 
inferior cristae of the tail. This condition is at variance with the gerv -. 
description, but it is assumed that these two specimens arc aberrant n 
this respect as they agree in all other characters with typical spcciRvm 
of C. brachysoma. Chabanaud (1929) describes and figures a specirv? 
of Syngnathus (Parasyngnathus) spici/cr, which exhibits an abnv'frr., 
arrangement of the cristae. 

Although Weber and dc Beaufort (1922) stale that the kcch ■ 
the snout are smooth, the four specimens examined by me have tU-w 
ridges minutely serrated. 

Micrognathus brevirostris (Ruppcll) 

Three specimens, 46-47 mm. in length from Pulau Pawai. S.np 

pore. 

Syngnathus (Parasyngnathus) argyrosfidus Kaup. 

Two specimens. 96 and 105 mm. in length, from Singapore .it** 
North Selangor. 

1 hese two examples differ from typical specimens in having * 
slightly longer snout and fewer dorsal fin-rays, 23-24 instead of 25-2 * 

Syngnathus (Parasyngnathus) cynnospilus Bleekcr 

Nine examples, 7S-I22 mm. in length, from Singapore. One «v 
these specimens has only 29 tail rings and the caudal fin, which appears 
to have been regenerated, is set at an angle of about 30 c to the Ion 
tudina! axis of the body. 

Ichthvocampus belchcri Kaup 

Three specimens, 42-66 mm. in length, from Aor Island, 50 nu'.n 
cast of Mersing, Johore. 

Rings 16-17 + 30-31; D.21-22; A.3; P.12. 

The superior cristae of the trunk and tail arc continuous: tbr 
median trunk cristae arc rectilinear, ending on the 2nd-4th caudal nn; 
the inferior cristae of the trunk and tail arc continuous. Sub-dor v... 
rings 2-|-4. The opercular keel is incomplete. 

Weber and dc Beaufort (1922) state that this species is not fcnow= 
from the Indo-Australian Archipelago and as no subsequent record hi 
been discovered, these three examples constitute a new record for thn 
area. 
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SYNGNATH1D FISHES FROM MALAYA 


Nannocnmpus wcberi Dunckcr 

Habitat: Sumba Island. 

Weber and dc Beaufort indicate a doubt as to whether this species 
is distinct from N. subosseus Gunther from West Australia, as owing to 
the state of the type of the latter species, a dried specimen, it was not 
found possible to determine the number of dorsal rays or to see the 
position of the median cristac of the trunk. 1 have re-examined this 
specimen, which is now relaxed and preserved in spirit, and find that 
the number of dorsal rays is 14 and that the median cristac of the trunk 
are rectilinear, ending on the last trunk-ring. 

The differences between these two species are shown below. 



N. subosseus 

A r . wcberi 

Number of trunk rings 

15 

16 

Number of caudal rings 

35 

32 

Number of dorsal rays 

14 

16—17 

Subdorsal rings 

.. 1+3 

1+4 


Neither of these species is represented in this collection. 


Trachyrhamphus serrate (Schlegel) 

Three specimens, 139-178 mm. in length, from Siglap, Singapore. 

Hippocampus histrix Kaup. 

Seventeen specimens, 49-125 mm. in length, from Siglap, Singa¬ 
pore. 

Hippocampus kuda Bleekcr 

Thirty examples, 54-142 mm. in length, from Siglap, Singapore. 

Hippocampus trimaculatus Leach 

Seven specimens. 62-113 mm. in length, from Singapore and 
Pisang Island, Malacca Strait. 
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